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CIRCULAR. 


To School Officers, Teachers, and Friends of Educational Improvement 
in Connecticut. 


Your attention is respectfully requested to the following state- 
ment. 

The Report on Epucation 1n Evrore by Henry Barnard, Super. 
intendent of Common Schools in Connecticut, a volume of 896 
closely printed pages,—of which the Preface, Table of Contents 
and Index to subjects treated of, are herewith transmitted for your 
examination—was prepared with special reference to aid the cause 
of educational improvement in this State. ‘Tosecure its more gene- 
ral dissemination in the different School Societies, the undersigned 
is authorized to publish an edition of 3000 copies, which will be fur- 
nished, neatly and strongly bound, in packages of not less than five, 
or more than twenty copies for any one society, at one dollar per 
copy, (which is less than one half the actual cost of publication,) 
until the edition is exhausted. 

It is the wish of the author that the report should be widely dis- 
seminated, and to secure that, the undersigned is authorized to 
present a copy to the person in each society who will procure at 
least one subscriber for each district, or order at least one copy for 
a library, or teacher, or school officer in each school district in 
such society. . 

Every order must specify the names of the individuals to whom 
the several copies are to be addressed, and the manner in which 
the package shall be sent. 

Every order must be accompanied with a remittance for the 
number of copies ordered, at the rate of one dollar per copy. 

No order will be answered for less than five copies, to be sent in 
one package, at the expense and risk of the person ordering the 
same. 

Copies will be ready for delivery after February 1, and no orders 
on the proposition of this Circular will be attended to after April 1, 

54. 

FREDERICK B. PERKINS, 


No. 10 Post Office Building. 
Hartford, December 31, 1853. 
































































PREFACE. 





Tue following pages were, in part, published in 1851, 
under the title of “Normal Schools and other Institutions, 
Agencies and Means designed for the Professional Education 
of Teachers.” They were prepared from cbservations made 
during a tour in Europe in 1835-6, and from documents 
subsequently collected, from time to time, to assist the un- 
dersigned in maturing his own views and plans for the im- 
provement of common schools, and particularly in devising 
modes of operating beneficially for the advancement of the 
teachers’ profession, in the States of Rhode Island and Con- 
necticut. 

The author has availed himself of a recent visit to Europe, 
to extend his inquiries, and collect additional documents, not 
only respecting the training of teachers, but in every depart- 
partment of the educational field, and particularly respecting 
agricultural schools, and institutions for juvenile delinquents. 
The results are embodied in this new edition of his original 
work, the title of which is changed, so as to convey a more 
adequate idea of its contents. 

To the results of his own observations and study of docu- 
ments, he is able, by permission of the gentlemen named, to 
add freely from the elaborate and valuable reports of Prof. 
Calvin E. Stowe, D. D., to the Legislature of Ohio, in 1887, 
of President Alexander Dallas Bache, LL.D., to the Trustees 
of the Girard College of Orphans in Philadelphia, in 1839, of 
Hon. Horace Mann, LL. D,, to the Massachusetts Board 
of Education in 1846, and of Joseph Kay, Esq., Traveling 
Bachelor of the University of Oxford, in 1850, on the sub- 
jects treated of in this volume. Without claiming any 
























































6 PUBLIC EDUCATION IN EUROPE. 


thing for his own labors, the undersigned feels authorized in 
saying that the present edition contains more reliable statistics | 
and fuller information respecting the whole subject of public 
education in Europe, than can be found in any one volume . 
in the English language, or in any number of volumes easily 
accessible to any large number of American teachers and | 
educators. , i 
It embodies information which can be made available 
in organizing new, and improving existing systems of public 
instruction, and particularly institutions and agencies, de- 
signed for the education of teachers in‘every state of the: 
Union. Its value does not consist in conveying the _spec- 
ulations and limited experience of the author, but the 
matured views and varied experience of wise statesmen, 
educators, and teachers, in perfecting the organization and 
administration of educational systems and institutions, through 
a succession of years, under the most diverse circumstances 
of government, society, and religion. ( 
The experience and views of the undersigned, as to the 
organization and administration of a system of public educa- 
tion adapted to the peculiar circumstances and wants of our 
own country, will be presented to the public in the course 
of another year, under the title of “ National Education ; or, 
Contributions tothe History and Improvement of Common 
Schools, and other means of Popular Education in the United 
States.” 
HENRY BARNARD. 
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